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Parliamentary Intelligence.
NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

Unemployment and Health Insurance.
A BILL was introduced by Sir ALFRED MOND, Minister of

Health, and read for the first time on Wednesday, Oct. 26th,
.entitled the National Health Insurance (Prolongation of

Insurance) Bill. The measure extends temporarily the

period during which persons who are unemployed may
remain insured under the general provisions of the National
Health Assurance Acts, 1911 to 1921.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 26TH.

The Demolition of Slum Areas.
Major BARNES asked the Minister of Health whether ahy

schemes had come before the Ministry for the demolition of
, 

slum areas in respect of which a special grant had been

j offered by the Government in the current year.-Sir A.

l llovn replied : In view of the necessity of concentration
I ,on the production of new houses, comparatively few proposals
, for the demolition of slum areas have been submitted.

Definite schemes have been received in respect of 19 areas,
while in a number of other cases informal proposals have
been discussed with the local authorities. Four schemes
have been confirmed or confirmation promised, of which
one is the Brady-street scheme of the London County
Council.

Infant Death-rates.
Dr. ADDISON asked the Minister of Health what the

infant death-rate for London had been for each quarter of
the present year up to the end of September, and what had
been the corresponding rates for England and Wales.-
Sir A. MoND replied : According to the Registrar-General’s
returns the figures are as follows : ---

Deaths under 1 Pf’r 1000 Births, 1921.
London. England and Wales.

1st quarter.... 85 ............ 101
2no .... 59 ............ 67
3rd " .... 93 ............ 83

The excess of the London rate over the rate for England
and Wales in the third quarter is mainly due to infantile
diarrhoea which has, of course, a heavier incidence in towns
than in the country as a whole.

Pure Lactose and Safeguarding of Industries Art.
Mr. LAMBERT asked the President of the Board of Trade

if lactose is a dutiable article under the Safeguarding of
Industries Act ; if so, was he aware that lactose was used to
prepare in this country reliable infant foods ; and whether,
in view of pledges given that food should not be taxed
for what reason, since infant food manufactured abroad
could be imported free, was the manufacturer of infant food
in this country to be penalised by the taxation of an

important ingredient in his product.-Mr. BpiDGEMAN
replied : Crude lactose is not dutiable, but the purer qualities,
such as those which fulfil the requirements of the British
Pharmacopoeia, are held to be dutiable under the Safe-
guarding of Industries Act, under the general heading of
Fine Chemicals. I am aware that the purer qualities are
used for the purpose described by my right hon. friend.
The Board of Trade have no power to exclude on any
ground from the operation of the Act any commodity
properly included within the general headings of the
Schedule. The question as to whether lactose is properly
so included is a matter which can be referred to the referee
to be appointed under Section I. (5) of the Act, and a
,complaint on the point is being referred accordingly.

Deaths from Disease in Mesopotamia.
Sir THOMAS PoLSON asked the Secretary of State for

the Colonies how many deaths from disease had occurred
during the last six months among officers and men of the
British forces stationed in Mesopotamia.-Mr. CHURCHILL
replied : The figures are as follows : British forces under
the War Office, 56 ; British forces under the Air Ministry, 7 ;
Total deaths from disease, 63.

THURSDAY, OCT. 27TH.
Ex-Service Men in Lunatic Asylums.

Captain LOSEBY asked the Minister of Pensions the
number of ex-Service men at present confined in lunatic
asylums who were in receipt of treatment allowances.-
Major TRYON replied : The number of ex-Service men
clas8ified as Service patients in respect of whom treatment
allowances are paid or credited is 6435.

Tuberculous Gland Treatment by X Rays.
Lieut.-Colonel DALRYMPLE WHITE asked the President

the Board of Education whether, in view of the great
t

superiority of the treatment of tuberculous glands by X rays
over the former surgical treatment, he would reconsider his
decision not to sanction any further treatment by X rays,
at all events in such localities where there was a general
hospital with X ray installation.-Mr. FisHER replied :
I presume that the hon. and gallant Member has in view
the limited experiment at Southport in this form of treatment
which the Board sanctioned in October, 1919. I am
advised that the results of that experiment are not such as to
justify the Board in entertaining at present proposals for
further expenditure on the continuance or extension of the
experiment.

, Appointments at Holloway Convictvd Hospital.
’ Lieut.-Colonel Sir SAMUEL HOARE asked the Secretary
for the Home Department whether a wardress with no
nursing experience had recently been placed in charge of the
convicted hospital at Holloway over the heads of five
trained nurses ; whether this appointment was made on the
advice of the Voluntary Advisory Nursing Board; and
who were the ladies and gentleman who constituted that
board.-Mr. SHORTT replied: It is not the case that a wardress
with no nursing experience has been placed in charge of
the convicted hospital at Holloway. The officer selected
has had much nursing experience as she had been engaged on
hospital duties for 17 years, and was selected to be a hospital
officer in 1913, since when she has been wholly employed on
hospital work. She is reported by the medical officers to be
fully qualified and very capable. The Voluntary Nursing
Board was not consulted as to the appointment, nor have
they made any representation on the matter. It consists
of the Medical Commissioner (Chairman) ; Dame Sarah
Swift; Miss Hogg, Matron of Guy’s Hospital; Miss McIntosh,
Matron of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital ; Jessie, Lady
Camoys ; Dr. Mary Scharlieb : Miss Edith Blunt; The
Governor of Holloway Prison ; and the Hospital Lady
Superintendent of Holloway Prison.

Insurance Act Medical Records.
Sir J. D. REES asked the Minister of Health whether the

decision that doctors under the National Insurance Act
should keep elaborate records of the cases of their patients
had been cancelled ; and, if not, whether that decision
would now be cancelled in view of the cost of maintaining
such records and of the objection generally entertained to
bureaucratic registration, and even possible disclosure of
incidents in the private life of patients concerned.-Sir A.
MOND replied : The keeping of records was one of the
original conditions of the insurance medical service. The
present system was recommended in 1920 by a special
committee, mainly consisting of medical men, among whom
insurance practitioners were strongly represented. The
initial cost has already been met, and the cost of maintenance
is small. Resolutions were passed only last week in favour
of the keeping of records by the annual conferences of panel
committees and insurance committees respectively. In
these circumstances I see no reason for reversing the decision
that records should be kept.

Regional Medical Officers.
Mr. SUGDEN asked the Minister of Health what the cost

had been in salaries, also expenses for travelling, of the
officers and insured persons concerned, rent of premises,
clerical assistance, &c., of the regional medical officers
appointed by the Ministry of Health Act, 1920.-Sir A. MOND
replied : The answer to the question is as follows : Salaries,
full-time medical officers, 41,918 6. 3d. ; fees to part-time
officers, &pound; 58 16s. Travelling expenses, officers and clerks,
t4572 13s. 5(Z. ; ; insured persons, ;&bgr;&bgr;46 12s. 5d. Rent,
offices, 22001. Part-time examination centres and women
attendants, 22202 9s. 4d. Clerical assistance, &c., 27689
Incidental expenses (equipment, &c.), 2819 18s. 6d. Total,
59,908 15s. Ild.

Mr. SUGDEN asked the Minister of Health how many
cases examined had been referred to the regional medical
officers by the panel doctors of insured persons concerned
for assistance in treatment by consultation, and how many
by the Friendly or Approved Societies and doctors for the
purpose of deciding as to the fitness of the patient to return
to work.-Sir A. MOND replied : The provision at present
made in regard to the duties of the regional medical staff
does not include the routine examination of cases of the
kind referred to in the first part of the question. I would
remind my hon. friend that Approved Societies and doctors
were notified at the commencement of the service in
November, 1920, that for an experimental period incapacity
references only would be accepted. In reply to the second
part of the question the aggregate number of references
from Approved Societies, doctors, and insurance committees
on questions of doubt as to incapacity for work for the
period Nov. lst, 1920, to Oct. 1st, 1921, was 50,318.

Women Visitors of Lunatic Asylums.
Viscount WoLMBR asked the Secretary for the Home

Department whether there were any women visitors of
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lunatic asylums, and whether the supervision of female
lunatics was conducted by men or by women.-Sir A. MOND
replied : The answer to the first part of the question is in
the affirmative. As regards the second part all the
attendants and nurses for female patients are women.

Proposed Registration of Herbalists.
Lieut.-Commander KENWORTHY asked the Minister of

Health whether His Majesty’s Government contemplated any
steps for the better regulation and registration of herbalists
on the lines of the recent Dentists Act.-Sir A. MOND
replied : The answer is in the negative.

FRIDAY, OCT. 28TH.
Lapsed Insurance Contributions.

Sir A. MOND (Minister of Health), in moving the second
reading of the National Health Insurance (Prolongation of
Insurance) Bill, explained that its object was to keep in
benefit a large section of contributors to Approved Societies
who, owing to unemployment, had lapsed. The subscribers
would be credited with contributions for a certain number
of weeks, the cost falling on the Approved Societies. There
would be no charge on the State.
The Bill was read a second time.

MONDAY, OCT. 31ST.
The Territorial Voluntary Aid Detachment.

Lieut.-Colonel PINKHAM asked the Secretary for War
what progress was being made with the Territorial Voluntary
Aid Detachment scheme ; how soon would the actual
conditions of service and establishment be determined ;
and was he aware that at the present moment the existing
detachments were rapidly dwindling, whilst others had
been or were being disbanded owing to lack of any definite
rules and regulations, the temporary rules sent out not
meeting the case.-Sir LAMING WORTHINGTON EVANS
replied : The Army Council have approved the principles
of a new scheme, the details of which are to be considered
by a committee on which the British Red Cross Society
and other authorities concerned will be represented. In
regard to the last part of the question, so far as I am aware
there has been since Jan. 1st last a net reduction of 21
detachments only out of a total of 4037.

Taxation of Lactose.
Mr. LAMBERT asked the President of the Board of Trade

why, seeing that the Board of Trade under the Safeguarding
of Industries Act was not permitted to tax food, lactose
or milk sugar, an important ingredient in the manufacture
of infant food, had been scheduled for taxation.-Mr.
BALDWIN replied : Articles of food or drink are expressly
excepted only from the operation of Part II. of the Safe-
guarding of Industries Act, and not from Part I., under
which lactose of a certain grade and purity is dutiable.

Proposed Drawback on Hospital Chemicals.
Dr. MURRAY asked the President of the Board of Trade

whether he was aware that a large number of proprietary
articles of continental origin included in the Key Industries
Schedule of the Safeguarding of Industries Act were used
by hospitals, and that, owing to the duty now imposed,
these hospitals would have to pay much higher prices ;
and whether he was prepared to allow a drawback to these
hospitals on such medical chemicals, in view of the low state
of the finances of these institutions.-Mr. STANLEY BALDWIN
replied : A number of the commodities covered by the
general chemical heading of the schedule to the Safeguarding
of Industries Act are, no doubt, of the kind stated by the
hon. Member. The experience of the war years showed,
however, the grave danger of dependence upon foreign
sources for important medical supplies, and the need of
action to prevent so far as possible its recurrence ; and I am
not prepared to introduce the legislation necessary to give
effect to the hon. Member’s suggestion.

The Government Grant to Voluntary Hospitals.
Mr. LEONARD LYLE asked the Minister of Health whether

the Government still adhered to its promise, arising out
of the Cave Committee’s Report, to allocate z500,000 to
the voluntary hospitals ; what steps in that case had been
taken towards the allocation of the fund ; within what
period was it intended it should be allocated ; and whether
in each case a stipulation was to be attached to the effect

that before a hospital could receive a grant it must put up
a sum equal to the grant made up of new money.-Sir A.
MOND replied : The grant of 500,000 towards the liquida-
tion of the voluntary hospital deficits was voted by the
House last August. The Voluntary Hospitals Commission
are taking steps to establish local hospital committees on
the lines recommended in Lord Cave’s Report, and it is
hoped that the personnel of a number of these committees
will be complete within the next few weeks. King Edward’s
Fund, who act as the local committee for London, have
made considerable progress with their work, and emergency
grants will be distributed at an early date to the most

necessitous of the metropolitan hospitals. I am informed
that it is not anticipated that the full amount of the grant
will be spent during the current financial year, and an
estimate will be submitted to the House next session for a
re-vote of the unexpended balance. As regards the con-
ditions attaching to the grant I would refer my hon. friend
to the White Paper (Cmd. 1402) which was circulated in July.

The Spahlinger Treatment of Tuberculosis.
Sir CLEMENT KINLOCH-COOKE asked the Minister of Health
whether any further investigation had been made in the
matter of the Spahlinger treatment for tuberculosis ; and
when it was likely the treatment would be available for
patients suffering from this disease.-Sir A. MOND replied : -
I understand that certain unofficial investigations have
been made in this matter, but that no definite conclusions
have been arrived at. As I have already stated, it will not
be possible to undertake any independent investigation as
to the efficacy of the Spahlinger treatment which is essential
in a matter of this importance until supplies of the serum
are available in this country. I understand that such
supplies are not yet forthcoming. 

I

TUESDAY, NOV. 1ST.
Ex-soldiers and Tuberculosis.

Mr. SITCH asked the Minister of Pensions the number of
applications for pensions received from ex-soldiers suffering
from tuberculosis the number of awards conferred on cases
of such disability certified as resulting from service with
His Majesty’s forces ; and the number of cases of tuber-
culosis not so certified or accepted as being due to service
during the war.-Major TRYON replied : The records of
the Ministry are not kept in such form as to enable a complete
answer to be given to this question without a very consider-
able amount of research which my right hon. friend is not
prepared to impose on his staff. I can, however, inform
my hon. friend that during the past 18 months 6500 awards
were made in respect of tuberculosis but as rejections are
not classified according to diseases, I am unable to state
the number of claims in respect of tuberculosis which were
not accepted during that period.

The Services.
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.

Temp. Capt. J. A. Marsden to be temp. Maj. whilst
empld. as Dep. Asst. Dir. of Hygiene.

Capt. J. E. Brooks is secd. for service under the Colonial
Office.

Capt. T. Young relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj.
The undermentioned temp. Capts. relinquish their

commns., and retain the rank of Capt. : R. E. Smith and
J. M. Browne.

Capt. W. McM. Chesney retires receiving a gratuity,
and is granted the rank of Maj.

2nd Life Guards.-Surg. Lt.-Col. J. H. Power retires on
ret. pay. -

ARMY DENTAL CORPS.

Capt. D. Blair to be Maj.
Temp. Capt. A. McCormack, Dental Surg., from Spec.

List, to be Lt., and to be temp. Capt.

OVERSEA FORCES.

8. Afr. Med. Corps.-Temp. Capt. L. W. Blazey, Dental
Surg., relinquishes his commn. on completion of service,
and retains the rank of Capt.

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

The undermentioned, having attained the age limit of
liability to recall, cease to belong to the Res. of Officers :-

Army Medical Service.
Maj.-Gens. : Sir W. W. Pike, Sir H. N. Thompson, L. E.

Anderson, S. Macdonald, and W. T. Swan.
Cols. : A. J. Luther, C. W. R. Healy, F. W. Begbie, S. F.

Clark, W. L. Gray, and H. N. Dunn.
Royal Army Medical Corps.

Lt.-Cols. : N. Tyacke, C. A. Stone, H. W. H. O’Reilly,
and D. Lawson.

Majs. : A. Pearse, Bt. Lt.-Col. F. J. Brown, R. F. E.
Austin, and T. J. Lenehan.

Capt. J. M. Darling to be Maj.

TERRITORIAL ARMY.

Maj. (Bt. Lt.-Col.) E. S. Forde resigns his commn. and
retains his rank with permission to wear the prescribed
uniform.

Majs. W. H. Rowell and J. D. C. Swan resign their commns.
and retain the rank of Maj. ’_

,


